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MR. WELLS OFFERS TO AID
MR. PARKER IN A CONTEST.

MAYOR WELLS TO MR. PARKER.

Mayor Addresses a Letter to
Defeated Republican Can-
didate Asking for Action.

HE WILL PUT UP $10,000.

Desires That the Truth or Fal-
sity of Election Fraud

Charges Be Proven
in Court.

The accompanying letter from Aayor
Welis to Geo, W. Parker, defeated Bepublic-
an candidate for Mayor,was delivered at Mr.
Parker's residence, No. #44 Westminster
place, at 7:0 o'clock Thursday evening by
the Mayor's private secretary, James G.
McConkey, who had instructions to give to
Mr. Parker in person.

In response to the secretary’s card, a mes-
sage was sent down from Mrs. Parker to
the effect that Mr. Parker was {1l from grip
and could not be seen. Mr. McConkey re-
gquested thac the communication be deliv-
ered to Mrs. Parker (f Mr. Parker could
not be disturbed.

Later, a Republic reporter sent up his
card, asking for a statement from Mr. Par-
ker in regard to the letter from Mayor
Wells. Mrs. Parker replied that she was
mot sure her husband would read the letier
before morning, as he was not at all well.
At 9 o'clock another call was made at the
Parker home, and a note was sent up to
Mr, Parker, explaining that the public would
expect to see sgmething from him concern-
ing the communication and that a state-
ment would suffice. Again Mre. Parker
sent word that Xir. Parker was not ip a
condition 1o conslder the matter.

CLARESCE F. PARKER'S
CONMMEXNT ON THE LETTER.

Clarence F. Parker, son of the defeated
candidate and his companion throughout the
campalgn, read the letter and expressed
the opinion that Mayor Wells was “making
& grand-stand play.”

1 am unable to say what my father will
@lo In answer to Mr. Wells's letter,” said
he, “but I know that he has been opposed
to entering Into a contest personally,
though he has been urged to do so by the
Republican managers. His principal rea-
son for tuking this stand is that a contest

opep up a controversy which, with

the World's Fair approaching, would put

the city In & much worse light in the eyes

of the word than it already is, and T agree

with my father that the present status of

affairs is bad enough.

far as the financial proposition from

Wells is concerned, I consider |t a

-play. H-be kad Jer: that por-

letter unwritten no one could

take exceptions n"

his remsgs
lh. -

also that "he may bhe

to deliver the goods” He was

the opinion that even If his father were

r the mattér st once he

Mr. Parker

AMr. George W. Parker, City:

Executive Department,
Mayor's Office,

St. Louis, April 18, 1801,

Dear Sir—Sinee the clection on the 2od of April partisan newspapers have been
making the statement that my election was effected by the grossest fraud at Lhe

polls.

You also have made such statements in interviews, but 1 have refrained

from sayving anything on the subject, hoplng that yvou would institute a judicial
investigation so that, through the courts, the only proper machinery of the pur-

pose, the truth or falsity of these statements could be shown.

the St, Louln[:cpub‘.lcan Club published
advised me &

L

following language:

By your letter to
in the Globe-Democrat of April 16, you

others that you do not Intend making any contest, and use the
“Speaking for myself as the defeated candldate for Mayor, 1

beg Lo say that I have been unable to get my own consent to the use of my name
in such contest. No intelligent cltizen doubts the proposition that the recent elec-
tion was carried for the Democratic candidate by the grossest fraud backed up
by brutal force, * ®* *= * *= * byt having been counted out 1 am opposed per-
sonally 10 renew the strife In a contest * = & & »%

If you are sincerely of the opinion which you here express I do not see how
you can consistently, in view of your duty to the party which nominated you, and

to the people of the City of St. Louls, re

ment,

fuse Lo prove Lhe truth of your stuie-

During the campalgn I stated that I did not want, nor would I hold, the office

of Mayor if I were not lawfully elected thereto.
The Republican newspapers of this clty
committed in this election. You have twice made the
IT true, they ought to be immediately demon-

statements are either true or false.

strated; if false, guch statements ought to cease and you and others who
made them ought to retract what you have said,

I now repeat that statement.
have charged that glgantle frauds were
same statement. These

have
In my oplnion no greater mis-

fortune can come to any community than that it should lose confldence in the

honesty of Its election.

If you will institute such a contest immediately 1 will enter appearance, walve
every technicality, and co-operate with you in every proper way to have the ballot

boxes opened, the votes counted, and the truth ascertained,
shall each of us, deposit In the National Bank of Commerce in this eity
sum of $10,000 in trust, to be disposed of aus follows:
suceessful In your contest in the courts and are declared to be lawfully

thut we
the
In the event that you are
elected

provided

Mayor of this city, the $10,000 deporited by you shall be Immediately repald to you,

and the $10000 deposited by me shall be
of yvour expenses In the contest. If You

paid to you, to be used In yghe payment
are unsuccessful and the courts shall

hold that 1 am the lawfully elected Muyor of this clty, my deposit of $10000 Is to

be repaid to me, but I do not ask for your $10,000.

and the $10,000 deposited by you shall be

I will pay all my own expenses
paid to the Saturday and S8unday Hos-

pital Collection Association for distribution amongst the hospitals in the propor-
tions In which its last annual collectlon was disbursed,

Since bothh your Interview and your letter were published, and since the mal-
ter i= of great public concern, I hiave =ent to the newspapers a copy of thiy com-
munication, which will appear in to-morrow morning’s Issnes.

Respectfully,

would not give an snswer until after he
hud deliberated upon it

Muvor Wells stated that the letier ex-
plains itself and that there was mnothing
to be added.

He takes the position that the cries ol
fraud which have been raised since the
¢lection and the charge that he was elected
through fraud are not justified. unless the
persons who make these general accusa-
tions show their good faith by taking prop-
er steps to prove the truth of their state-
ments. Thorughout the campalgn the bur-
den of the speeches by Mr. Parker and the
othet candidates and speakers was that the
Democrats relied upon illegal methods to
elect their ticket. Bince the election no
steps have been taken hy the Republicans
to imstitute a contest to prove the truth
or falsity of these charges. It Is Mr,
Wells's desire to ald Mr. Parker, financial«
Iy and in every other way, to push such &
procesding In order that the facts may be
known.

A R P P e P P e e e e e e e e e PP mﬁm.

Last Tuesday Mr. Parker wrote a letter
to President R. (', Day of the St Louls
Republican Club declining 1o allow his
name (0 be used in a contest. This was
after many prominent Republicans had
urged him to contest.

John D. Johns=on, a leader In the St, Louls
Republlcan Club, sald Thursday afternoon
that he saw no prospect of a contest, Inas-
much as Mr. Parker had decided not to per-
mit his name to be used.

“Mr. Parker’s decision precludes the pos-
sibility of a contest an the mayoralty.”
sald Mr. Johnson, “and I do not think a
contest, on any. other office would accom-
plish what we wish; that js, to show up the
fraud.”

The election law provides that notices.of
a contest must -bé served within twenty
days after the official count of the votes
cast at Lhe election 1s completed, The Elec-

tlon Commissloners campleted the caunt on
the office of Mayor on April 7. 'This aliows
Mr. Parker until April 27 to give notice.

DESPERADOES ARE
FIRMLY INTRENGHED.

Bovernor Beckham Refuses to
Send State Troops to Do
Sherifi’s Posse’s Work.

REPURLIC SPECIAL.

Frankfort, Ky., April 18.—County Judge
Blair of Letcher County arrived here on
Wellnesday morning from Whiteshurg to
make a personal request of Governor Beck-
ham that troops be sent to his county to
eapture the band of desperadoes thers who
are charged with the murder of Jemima
Hall and her son last fall.

The Governor declined to send the troops
o do the duty of a Bherlfi’s posse In the
mountains, realizing the uselessness of try-
iag to move such & body secretly to cap-
fture the fugitives.

Judge Biair says the fugitives are located
@bout ten miles out from Whitesburg in the
mountains. The Reynolds faction occupies
& brick house, 18x18 fest, the home of Mrs.
Nerva Reynolds, & relative, at the head of
Milistone Creek. and near the scenes of the
encounter of last Thursday, when three of
Detective Wright's posse were killed.

There are windows on all sides of the
bouse. By night lanterns are placed at in-

! for a distance of a2 hundred yards
of house, making a night attack haz-

The Reynoldses are -
plied with nmmun!um“::d} g::rlen:floi t?:i:e?r

r _'ll:u leved they can hold eut

CLOWN STUDYING
FOR THE PULPIT,

He Bays if Preachers Were Less
Solemn-Faced the World
Would Be Better.

P2 VUBLIC EPECTAL,
Chicago, M., April 10.—The visitors at
Ringling's circus Sunday afternoon missed
familiar figure of Willlam Marks, one
clowns, and sighed for
did not appear. He
the service at a Bun-
Woodlawn.

Marks is studying for the ministry. He is
as a clown that he may
to defray the expense of

& theological college.
dap't wee anything out of the way,”
earning money as a
bacome & minister. I
an honest, healthy
is certainly a factor for
Indeed, I belleve that if

t preachers of the word
n of face and slower

amusement the world
_ WEYL BANKRUPT.
Former 8t. Louisan Files Petition
. . -im-San Fraacisco Courts, .
v T . ungm $49,000; mo

PROPHECY COMES
TRUE IN EGYPT,

Greatest Feat of Engineering in
Modern Times, the Damming of
the Nile, Nearly Completed.

“And there shall be a highway
for the remnant of bis people,
which shall be led from Assyris;
flke as it was to Israel in the day
whea he came up out of the land

of Egypt.”’—Prophecy of Isaiab.

P PP P P PP

London, April 18.—When Sir John Alrd,
the contractor of the great dam across the
Nile at Assunn, walked across the dry bed
of the river in front of the dam the proph-
ecy of Isaiah was fulfilled. The “tongue of
the Egyptian Sea” has of a verity begp de-
stroyed.

No more can It lick up the lives and har-
vests of Egypt at its pleasure, or, by twist-
ing to one side or the other or by curling
back, refuse to give to Egypt molsture
when the parched fields are crying for wa-
ter.

The tongue of the Egrptian Sea has been
destroyed. Men now walk back and forth
in the dry bed of the great Nile. The proph-
ecy is fulfilled.

The “tongue of the Egyptlan Bea,” as
Isalah so picturesquely terms the Nile, has
been destroved by one of thé greatest feats
of engineering ever undertaken in modern
times.

A great dam has been built in the Nile
bed, on the soulthern side of the first cata-
ract, mear Assuan. The immense wall of
solid granite which forms the dam extends
from the right bank of thé Nile to the left,
a distance of a mile and a quarter, and,
when completed, will rise nincty feet above
the level of the river at low water.

And when this top of the great dam 1s
paved and graded into a thoroughfare, and
cars and teams and pcople are passing at

‘will back and forth upon It, then will come

true the last part of the prophecy of Isalah:
The object of the great dam at Assuan I

to transform thousands of miles of dreary

desert in BEgypt into smiling pastures,
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INAUGURAL BALL ROMANCE.

J. Frank Aldrich of Illinois Weds
Miss Agan.

REPUBLIC EPECIAL.

New York, April 1—The romance of the
Inaugural ball, and a proposal of marriage
made on board the Congressional Limited
Express, culminated Thursdey in the wed-
ding of Miss Matilda Agan of this city to
former Congressman J. Frank Aldrich of

The marriage ceremony was pearf
at the home of the bride's parents, Doctor
and Mra David H. Agan, at No. 1074 Lex-
ington avenue. " o

Miss Aran went to Washington Ilast
month to attend the inauguration of Pres-
ident McKinley, The young woman and her
‘mother were guests of Congreseman and
Mrs. Joy of. The Joys. alsa enter-
talned Mr. AWrieh. Miss Agan snd. Mr,

LEADING TOPICS

TO-DAY’S REPUBLIC.

For Missouri—Fair, warmer Friday;
Saturday falr; variahle winds.

For Illinols=Fair; warmer Friday:
Saturday fair; fresh morth 1o east
winds, !

For Arkamsas=Falr and warmer
Friday: Saturday fair; variable winda,

1. War Has Brought Us to the Verge of
Ruin,

Wells Offers to Ald Parker in a Contest,

Hurry and Bustle in Beaumont Fields.

. Committee Favors Open Sewer Inquiry.
Father Refuses to Shield His Child.
Treasure Hunters Purposely Misled,

. General Corbin’s Bride Heir to $700,000.
Courtship by Telephone.
Death of Silas Jones.

. New East Side Relay Station.
Falr Incorporation Papers Ready,
Presbyteries Conclude Business.

. Honor Employes With Banquet.
Clash Imminent Between Chinese and
Allles,
Miilion-Dollar Hardware Deal,
Rallway News.

. Good Weather for Baseball.
Duelist Annexed Rich Stake Event.
Baseball Gosslp.

Racing Entriea,

News' From East Side Citles.

Editorial.
President McKinley's Coming Trip.

Train Kills Four Persons. '

Willle McCormick Still Missing.
‘Alimony From Dead Man's Estate,
Pastors Should Wed.

Republic Want Advertisements.
New Corporations.
Record of Births, Marriages and Deaths.

Republic Want Advertisements

Local Graln and Produce Markets,
Wheat Fairly Active at Chicago.

. Financial News.
River Forecast.

Mayor Revokes Zlegenhein Permits.
Final Notices to Dramshop Kegpera.
Reverend H. M. Campbell to Resign.

BELIEVE THE LAW INVALID.

Dealers S8ay Tax on Liquor Will
Not Stand in Court.

8t. Louis wholesale liquor dealers express
the opinion that the law Imposing & tax of
1§ cents a galion on all distilled liquars used
in Missourl will fall to stand when tested
in the courts.

M, Shaughnessy, treasurer of the 8t. Louis
Wholesule Liquor Dealers Association, when
"asked what effect the new law is likely to

have on the dealers, said: .

“It i= my opinion that the law will be
tested In the courts and I think it will be
declared Invalid."”

Atu:rh_un H. Hellman, a member of the
firm of A. M. Hellman & Co., and a ber
Raspeiation Lregisiative. Commiries.  sald

380C m! =

“The law will, I thlnk'hln'd‘uliud upoon-

mﬁ- H g sction

the comw

hat
the k. Lauls liquor men” fmﬁ. -
hethe  § 'ecentl il
:a uudrl.o try to h:n the l:t;' ! ,

HURRY AND BUSTLE
IN BEAUMONT FIELDS.

Everybody Appears to Be Working
Under High Pressure in the
Qil Districts,

UNABLE TO GET MACHINERY.

Coniractors Offered Premiuams to
Make Haste—Fortunes Be-
ing Made by the
Haloons.

REPURLIC SPECIAT.

Dallas, Tex., April 18—Dallas machinery
houses have been so rushed with orders
for well-boring machinery for the Benu-
mont oll distrlet that the supply of such
machinery has become exhausted. The fac-
torles are being pre=sed for more goods.

The head of a Dallas machinery house
Thursday sald ihat a Beaumont firm de-
sired 1o purchase an outfit weighing 30,000
pounds. The Dallas house was unable to
supply it, and the customer, by wire, or-
deredd the machinery from a house in &
northern city, instructing that It be
shipped direct to Beuumant by express, as
time was too valunble to trust to shipment
by freight.

A Duallag contraclor was glven the con-
tract Thursday to bore a well. He was In
doubt as to when the work could be done.
The men employing him uasked: “How
much will you agree to rush the work for?"
The contractor placed his price at $8,000.

Premium Ofered for Haste,

“I'Il glve yvou $12.000 If you will get at it
in six dayvs,” said the oll man, and the
contract was c¢losed on that basis,

Ex-Mayor Traylor of Dallus returned
from Beaumont Thursday. He says he
never before witnessed such “hooms’ In
oll, in sporting, and In drinking.

“It'a a gambler's paradise,” he explained,
“and & salocn beats a gold mine. 1 =aw
an Kastern man offer the keeper of an or-
dinary Beaumont saloon $60,000 cash $1,000
& month for five vears, all n advance—If
he would turn over his leare to him. The
saloonkeeper declined the offer with the
remark: ‘I can make that much profit 'n
one vedr If things keep up as they are now
golng.' "

Apother Gusher Siruck.

Private telegrams from Beaumont an-
nounce that *“Gusher No. 6" was struck
about 6 o'clock Thursday evening, and s
a well of great force and capacity. The oil
18 rushing over the top of the derrlek.

The new strike I8 the Heywond well,
which nam been eugerly watched for dur-
Ing the last week, and from which won-
derful results have been expected and Seem
to be realized.

INJURED BY COLD WEATHER.

Apples and Peaches Killed and
Strawberries Nipped by Frost.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL. e~ oL
Wednesday niglit Injured sirawberries con-
Vanburen, Ark., April-18—A heavy frost
tiderably. The crop will be two waeks
late, A telegram recelved here from north
of the Boeton Mountains sald that there
had been heavy snow and sleet In that
reglon, and It was thought all apples and
peaches had been killed. This Is in Wash-
ington County, forty miles from here.

VOTES A MILLION
FOR NEW CAPITOL.

Lower Branch of Arkansas Assem-
bly Approves Appropriation to
i Be Raised by a Tax.

REPUBLIC SPECTAL

Little Rock, Ark., April 18.—The committee
bill providing for the completion of the new
State Capltol occupled the attention of the
House for several hours Thursday.

The committee, through Chalirman J. L
Moore of Phllilps, presented several amend-
ments, which were adopted. The most im-
portant was the mode of ralsing funds to
complete the work. The original committce
bill called for a bond lssue of §,000,000. The
amendment proposed Thursday and adopted
provides for a direct appropriation of §1,000,-
000, and in order to ralse that sum a tax of
one-half of one mill on each dollar of tax-
able property Is levied; the tax to be ievied
and collected for the vear 1801 and annually
thereafter until the Capitol bullding is com-
pleted. In addition the net proceeds of all
lands, except school land, sold by the Land
Commissloner, and the feeg of the land of-
fice for two years endlng March 31, 1003,
shall be used and applied toward the Cap-
itol fund. The bill also placed at the dis-
posal of the commiites $80,000, the surplus
fund of the general sinking fand, collected
under an act passed in 1889,

The House, by a large majority, placed
the appointment of the Commissioners in
the hands of the Governor. They are to be
confirmed by the joint Assembly. The fees
of the architect were fixed at 4 per cent on
$1,000,000. Geo. R. Mann is mentioned in ihe
bill as the architect. His plans were accept-
ed two years ago. The bill as amended will
be ardered to its third reading Friday.

The Benate disposed of several House bills
Thursday by indefinitely postponing them.
Among them were:

Making it a misdemeanor to fish on Hun-
day: relating to relinquishment of dower
by married women; requiring duplicate cop-
fex of complaints or bills In all cases

| brought in the Circuit Court.

The Senate passed the Whitthome blll,
making a deficiency appropriation of $40,000
for the present sersion of the Legislature.

The insane asylum appropriation bill was
amended In the House, striking out the
$100,000 for & branch insane asylum.

Houre joint resolution (Flelds) proposing
an amendment to the Constitution provid-
ing for quadrennial elections was defeated.

e —— .

DARED THE FIRE.
0 RESGUE A DOG.

Berlin, April 18—The body of General
Bchwartzkopf, it was announced this even-
ing. In a dispatch from Pekin, has been
found. The body of his dog was first found,
and It Is supposed the General re-emtered
the palace to rescus the dog.

The suspicion of Incendiarism is not berne
‘out. It ts belleved the fire originated in the
pantry, near Von Waldersee's kitchen. Lieu-
tenant Colonel Marchand, the French offi-

inte prominence st tha time
af”'ih:‘#..m m:ldeut. 1 ‘ 3 bim-
3

pelf In the work of rescue.
L3

Statement Made by Sir Hicks-
Beach to the British
Parliament.

A BIG BOND ISSUE NEEDED.

“‘Most Disastrous Exchequer
Statement Ever Made,”
Responded Harcourt.

P-o-o-

HOW ENGLAND WILL GET
THE SINEWS OF WAR.

Tax on:
Molnsses, 2s per cwt,
West Indian molasses, 28 per cwtl.
Glucose, 1s 8d per cwt.
Exported coal, 18 per fon
Hefined sugar, 48 2d ner ewl.
Increase of tax on:
Incomes from 1s to 18 21 per poond.
Total increased tax:
£11,000.000, or $55,000,000.
Total obtained from coal lax:
£2,100,000, or $10,000,00,
Hond lssne:
LE0,000, 000, or ¥00.000.000,

[

-

Landon, April 18.—-Sir Michnel Hicks-
Beach, Chancellor of the Eritish Ex-
chequer, In presenting the financlal budget
to the House of Commons Thursday,
painted a dark pleture of Britain's financial
condition, attributable principally Lo the
South African War.

He recommended additional taxes on a
number of products, prineipally coal, sugar,
molasses and glucose, and an Increase In
the income tax, together with a bond issue
of £69,000,000. The concluding words of his
speech were:

“As to obtalning contributions from the

Transvaal, Bir David Barbour's reperis are |

“WAR HAS BROUGHT US
~ TO THE VERGE OF

.

—SIR MICHAEL HICKS-BEACH.

G0

THE CHANCELLOR

OMINOUS PICTURE PAINTED BY HICKS-BEACH,

onumusummﬂ

of ruin.'’

than mire.”

volume.”

“1 will never be responsible for the
the war out of loanw, without putting a
the day.™

-
polnt where It iy necessary to widen the

*“T think the House will see that the war has brought the country to the verge

“The amall war has cost (151,000,600, donble the cost of the Crimean War.”
“In our time no Chancellor of the Exchequer has had a more difficult task

“Durinz the last five years we have been invariably able to congratulate the
House on a general Increase In the progperity of
1900, especlally the last six months, showed symptoms of a change. Qur forelgn
trade during the year considerably Increased,

“Our ordinary expenditure would not permit of
ditional taxation proposed for war purposes lasi wear.
] necessary to put our expenditure on a broader basis. The country bas reached & |

the country, but the year

but In value rather than In
fatal policy of paying the whole cost of

reusonable amount on the taxpayers of

the remittance of the ad-
It, therefore. becomes

scope of taxation.'

-9

&

not encouraging at present. T think (he
House will see the war has brought the
country o the verge of ruln, (Opposition
cheerz greoted this remark.)

“Phis can no longer be considered. The
small war has cost £151,000.000, donble the
cost of the Crimeur war. There was 67.-
000,000 of the unfunded debt redeemable
within the next ten years.

“1 have iried to put before the Honse a
true account of our finances for the pres-
ent and immediate foture, In our time ro
Chancellor of the Exchequer has had so
difficult a task, and none has had a more
indulgent audience. I have not lald pre-
posals before the House with the view of
guining transient popularity. but I have
endeavored to establish a principle of con-
tributlion by the whole community to the
burdens of the state.”

Bir Michael Hicks-Beach
amlidst lovd applause.

Bir Willlam Vernop-Harcourt compli-
mented 11:v Chancellor of the Exchequer
on the sbiiity he bad shown, declaring that
his spwcch was charocterized by honesty,
a guatity vory much lacking in the conduct
of the war, in telling the House and the
country the truth in regard to the position.

“The budget,” continued Sir Willilam
Vernon-Harcouri, “was but a chapter in
the disastrous incident of the war. It was
proposed to borrow altogether £137,000,000
more, four time= g= much as was borrowed

for the Crimean War.

concluded

“We are lving In an age of newspaper
finanece,” said Sir Willlam, *“and of In-
creased expenditures. 'We cannot go on
without invelving this country in financial
ruin. The fashionable doctrine of the day
Is conscription and protection; does any-
body belleve that this Increase of exe
penditure = not to go on?" 3

Sir Willlam argued that England was
not a< strong now as she wan at the close
of the French war, and declared, in cem-
clusion, that It was the most dissstrous
statement that the Exchequer had evir
made.

The preliminary budget statement shows
that the revenue of the Government for the
year will be $650,000,000 and the expenditures
1945.(00,000, leaving the enormous defleit of
$265.000,000 over and above the product of the
speclal war tax heretofore levied.

The total expenditure to be provided fowr
during the next flscal year is 905,000,008,
which I1s an increase of $165,000.000 ever the
previous fiscal year.

The income tax is to be Increased 2 pemce
in the £, sugar is to be taxed 4 and 2 pence
per hundredweight, an export duty is to be
levied upon coal and the sinking fund is te

& mded. -
b,ln ‘:lrrepaﬂ the Chancellor sald that Bs
must ask the committee to extend the bors

wing powers of the Government
:‘I‘:Iynfn excess of i0.000000 he had
aske¢ for in the first instance. Ha must

| now increase the demand to £80,000,008,

==

WHEN BUFFALO BILL OPENS HIS PROPOSED COWBOY TRAINING SCHOOL

ASSASSINATION DUE TO
A POLITICAL QUARREL.

Dr. Scruggs’s Life Had Been Threatened—
Police Arrest Wealthy Dairyman—
Opponent in Politics.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Memphis, Tenn., April 18.—Sensational de-
velopments have been made in the last
twenty-four hours in the Doctor Hal
Scruggs assassination case, and strong evi-
dence is being accumulated which will un-
doubtedly uncover a plot with a number of
persons Implicated.

Already J. W. Skinner, a wealthy dairy-
man, and a carpenter named John Philiips
are behind the bars held for an investiga-
tlon, and other equally as sen=zational ar-
rests will follow.

Thursday afternoon Chief of Police Rich-
ards and Sherift Blackwell, were closeted
with Skinner for several hours. As a resuit
of the conference, the Sheriff has denled all
persons admittance to Skinner's spartments.
not even allowing the latter's . wife or
lawyer to Ihtérview him.

In addition, the police are trying to locate
two race horse men., who have 1 atap-

ing, and it 1 believed they can throw some

s
ping at the Bkinner house. Thay arp miss- [

ht on the :
us on_the tegesy o dlatal b

with two empty shells In the chambers, the
weapon having been recently fired. His
shogs are sald o fit the tracks leading from
the scene of the tion.

His Life Was Threatened.

W. O. Phillips, a member of the 8chool
Board, of which the dead man was & mem-
ber, says that Doctor Scruggs told him the
day before he was killed that he had been
warnad by a friend to look out for Skinmer,
as the lafer had threatened to take

Putting all these facts together, the
say they believe Skinner either fired
fatal shot or lald the plot for the assassins-
tion, just which has not yet developed.

John Phillips, the carpenter, may not be
implicated.

it is known In the country that Doctor
Sc and 8kinnar have not beem friends
since last fall, when they were appos-

commenced- making tyoublp for
School Directors, the children of |5
and chers absenting themselves wi
written excuse from thelr

quired by the school

dren were expelled

written excuses. This s ;
Skinner and friends held

meeting and denounced the direstors.

that time the community has been fu &
turmoil. The police expect to make maie
arrests Saturdsy
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